
Welcome to this Service at St Mary’s Church Watton, livestreaming 
10.00am Sunday 29th March, 5th Sunday of Lent 

We hold in our thoughts and prayers Everyone throughout the world in these 
extremely challenging times.  We may be reassured that God is with us and 
we are all in this together, doing our very best, as his worldwide family.  

The Lord be with you 

All: And also with you 

Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 

The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, 



and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  

There is no other commandment greater than these. 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

All   Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Invitation to confession 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy 

forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon us, 

pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 

confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 

and keep us in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



All   Amen. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect 

Most merciful God,  

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Readings 

Old Testament Ezekiel 37: 1 – 14 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back 

and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 

bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these 

bones: I will make breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach 

tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A+1+-+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21403a


put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the 

LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a 

noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, 

and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there 

was no breath in them. 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say 

to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds 

and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on 

their feet—a vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I 

am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you 

back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in 

you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know 

that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

New Testament Romans 8: 6 – 11 

The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is 

life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh 

cannot please God. 

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 

Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the 

Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even 

though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life[a] 

because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to 

your mortal bodies because of[b] his Spirit who lives in you. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A+6+-+11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28127a
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This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God  

Psalm 130 – say together 

Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2     Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 

    to my cry for mercy. 
3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 

    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 

    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love 

    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 

    from all their sins. 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 11: 1 – 45 

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was 

the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her 

hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is 

for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus 

loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was 

sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, 

“Let us go back to Judea.” 



8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, 

and yet you are going back?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks 

in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a 

person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been 

speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I 

was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

Then Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let 

us also go, that we may die with him.” 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and many 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their 

brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet 

him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 

day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 

me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 

who is to come into the world.” 

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is 

here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up 

quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was 

still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been 

with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A+1+-+45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26540a
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went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 

there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 

feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 

also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you 

laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 

stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 

bad odour, for he has been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 

of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank 

you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this 

for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you 

sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and 

a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 

Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 



All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Reflection 

 

The Creed 

 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Intercessions 

A moment of quiet as we pause to welcome into our prayers our brothers 

and sisters throughout the world, at this time of crisis.  We remember 

the huge challenges which each person and each family is facing……  

Yet, with the hope that comes from the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

we offer our prayers to our heavenly Father.   

I will pause after each section for you to pray your own prayer. 

The response to, Lord in your mercy, is: hear our prayer 

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer 

That the members of the Church may grow in faith and live more fully in 

God’s love, we pray to the Lord…  

  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

That our government leaders may be blessed with the strength, health 

or recovery to health and the wisdom they need to carry out their 



public service, we pray to the Lord… 

  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for protection for our Queen and all the members of her Family 

and households 

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

That as Jesus laid down His life for us, so we may find strength to serve 

others, especially the poor, the weak, the unwanted, in any way we 

can safely and following the Government and church guidelines.  Most 

of all we can pray to the Lord...  

  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

That those who suffer from the effects of war, natural disasters and any 

other tragedies and traumas including the Coronavirus, may be 

relieved of their suffering, we pray to the Lord…  

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

For all those unable to visit family and friends at home, in Residential 

care, in Prison, or Hospital; for those still trying to leave countries to 

return home, we pray to the Lord… 

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 



For those isolated, afraid, unwell and fearful; for those approaching the 

time of delivery of babies; for those whose hospital appointments, 

operations and therapy has been postponed, we pray to the Lord… 

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

For all those who were preparing for baptism and marriage and have 

needed to postpone; for all those whose Family Funeral arrangements 

have needed to be altered… 

may all know the sense of, together, being part of the worldwide 

family of God.  We pray to the Lord…  

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

That all who have died may rest from their labours in God’s loving care, 

we pray to the Lord…   

 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Almighty God, in faith we trust you will hear and answer our prayers.  

Please grant that we may live more fully in your love each day.  We ask 

this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The Peace 



The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All And also with you. 

 

The Lord is here. 

All   His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.] 

 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 

in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away 

you did not reject us, 

but came to meet us in your Son. 

All   You embraced us as your children 

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life 

that we might live in him and he in us. 

All   He opened his arms of love upon the cross 

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, 

at supper with his friends 



he took bread, and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

All   Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his body is the bread of life. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 

he gave you thanks, and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

All   Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 

his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

All   As we eat and drink these holy gifts 

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

With your whole Church throughout the world 

we offer you this sacrifice of praise 

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

All   Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 



God’s holy gifts 

for God’s holy people. 

All   Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Most merciful Lord, 

your love compels us to come in. 

Our hands were unclean, 

our hearts were unprepared; 

we were not fit 

even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 

But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

and share your bread with sinners. 

So cleanse and feed us 

with the precious body and blood of your Son, 

that he ma live in us and we in him; 

and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 

may sit and eat in your kingdom. 

Amen. 

 

Time for Silent Reflection 

 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body, live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 



and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

May the peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen 


